Psalm 104

(Praise, my soul)

HILARY TANN

Instrumentation

Two Trumpets in C (with alternative parts for Trumpets in Bb)

Organ (registration markings are suggestions only)
Mixed Choir (SATB)

Duration

approximately 8 minutes

First Performance

Cor Cymry Gogledd America (North American Welsh Choir), conducted by Mari
Morgan, 4 September 1999, Central Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Note from the Composer

Psalm 104 (Praise, my soul) was commissioned by Cér Cymry Gogledd America for the
1999 North America National Gymanfa Ganu in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Composed dur-
ing July and August 1998, the piece is based on five verses from “Psalm 104” by meta-
physical poet Henry Vaughan (1621-1695), who was born of Welsh parents at Newton-by-
Usk, Breconshire, and lived most of his life in Wales. Interspersed within Vaughan’s text are
four verses of the Psalm from the King James Bible and the first verse (in either English or
Welsh) from the hymn “Goss (Praise, my soul),” written by John Goss (1800—1880). The
English version, “Praise, my soul,” was written by H. F. Lyte (1793—1847); the Welsh ver-
sion, “Molwch Arglwydd,” was written by Morris Williams (Nicander) (1809-1874).

—Hilary Tann

The composer gmtg‘uﬂ} acknowledges the assistance cf Rev. E. D. Morgan in the selection gp the Welsh
hymn and Susan A. Brailove in the final shaping of the vocal parts.

The complete text of the work is given on p. 22.
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