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S: In the time before our story begins, there was a Prince, and his faithful servant, Henry.

1 The Beginning
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2 Henry's Grief
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Henry was so full of grief that he bound his heart with three iron bands to keep it from breaking.
And then he waited, wishing, loving, hoping, praqying.

Listen carefully.  Without Henry, there would be no story.

In the old days, when wshing still worked, there lived a King.
All his daughters were beautiful....
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ȯ
œo œo

.œo .œ œo œo
œ œ

ȯ
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ȯ

&

?

bb

bb

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

60

œo

œo

.œo .œ œo

œo

œ

œ ȯ
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All his daughters were beautiful, but the youngest was so beautiful...

4 The Youngest Princess  
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The Youngest Princess was so beautiful 
that even the Sun himself--the Sun, who 
has seen so many things--was astonished 
whenever he shone into her face.
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Near the King's palace was a deep, dark, forest.
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And in this forest, under an old Linden tree, was a well.
On very hot days this Princess would go out into the forest and sit by the well to cool herself. And when the time
seemed long, she would take out a little golden ball, and throw it up into the air ...and catch it again. This was her
favorite toy.
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5 The Golden Ball   
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Now it happened one day that when the Princess held out her little hand to catch the ball, it did not fall into it, as
it should have, but bounced past her onto the ground and went right into the well!
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The Princess stared after it, but the ball vanished, and the well was deep--so deep that no one could see the bottom.
The Princess began to weep.
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All of a sudden, a big, ugly FROG popped his head out of the water!

(as Frog)"What's the matter, Princess?  why you're weeping so that even a stone would show pity!"
     "Ahem."
(as Princess) "Oh, old water-splasher, is it you? I'm weeping for my golden ball, which has fallen into the water!"
(F)   " Be quiet, and don't weep.  I can help you.  But what will you give me if I do?"
(P) "Oh, you can have my gowns...                                         ....my pearls and jewels...
      
 

7 The Frog

(F) "I don't care for your gowns, your pearls and jewels, or even for your golden crown.
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"You can even have my golden crown, if you can bring my ball back!"

...and let me be 
your companion ...7a .˙

...and
playfellow...

.˙

...and let me sit by
your side at your
little table....
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But if you will LOVE me

...and eat off your little
golden plate...
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...and drink from
your little
golden cup....
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...and sleep beside
you in your little 
silken bed...
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     "... if you will promise me this, then I will go down below and bring your ball up for you again."
     

But the Frog had received his promise!  He put his head in the water, and sank down.

8 Into the Well

     (P)"I promise all you want, dear Frog, if you will bring my ball back for me!" 
     (aside) "How the silly Frog does talk! All he could ever do is sit in the water with the other frogs and croak! 
     He could never be a companion for any human being!"
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...and in a while he came swimming up again with the ball in his mouth, and he spit it out on the grass.
The Princess was delighted to see her pretty plaything again!  She picked it up...
and ran off!
     "Wait for me, Princess! I can't run as you do!  Wait, wait, wait!"
But what good did it do him to scream his "Croak, croak" after her as loudly as he could? She didn't listen to it,
but ran off to the palace and soon forgot all about the poor Frog.  What could he do but go back to his well...again?

...˙̇̇

.ȯ
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The Banquet Hall10

4X 

All the measures in #10 may be repeated as  needed

The next day the King, his daughters, and all his court were seated, ready to feast.  Suddenly they heard
a sloshing sound on the palace steps  [Frog makes sounds], and then a loud knocking.[Frog knocks]
     (F)"Princess, youngest Princess, open the door for me!"
The Princess ran to the door and opened it.  Who did she see but the Frog!
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Horrified, and full of fear, she slammed the door and returned to the banquet hall.  The King could see that her 
heart was beating wildly, so he said
     "My child, what's the matter?  Is there a giant or an ogre outside who wants to carry you off?"
     (P)"Oh, no, no,  Father! It's not an giant or an ogre, but a horrid, disgusting Frog!"
     (K)"A Frog, eh?  Tell me, what does this "Frog" want with you?"
     (P)"Oh, Father, yesterday, when I was playing by the well, my golden ball fell into the water.   And because I cried so, the 
     Frog brought it out again for me. And because..because..he... insisted, I promised    him he could be my companion and 
     playfellow but I never thought he could leave the water where he lives and now he is out there and wants to come in to me!     

    (F)"Princess, youngest Princess, open the door for me!! Don't you remember your promise  by the waters of the well?
     Princesss, youngest Princess, open the door for me!!!!"
And the King said,
     "You must do what you have promised. Now go, and let the Frog in!"
She didn't want to!  But the King said
      "You must," 
so she did. 
The Frog hopped in and followed her 
step by step to her chair.  Then the Frog said,
     "Lift me up beside you!"
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She didn't want to!  But the King said,
     "You must,"  
so she did.

And the the Frog said
     "Well, put me on the table."
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And she didn't want to do it.  
But the King said, 
     "You must," 
so she did.

Next the Frog said,
     "Now push your little golden plate 
     nearer to me so we can eat together!"

And she didn't want to do it.  
But the King said, 
     "You must," 
so she did.

And then the Frog said,
     "Now push your little golden cup 
     nearer to me so I can drink, too!"
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She didn't want to!  But the King said,
     "You must!"  
So she did.

The Frog ate heartily, and with great enjoyment.  
But the Princess practically choked on every 
mouthful.  Finally the Frog said, 
     "Mmm...I'm tired now.  Carry me up to your 
     room and make your little silken bed ready.  
     We'll both lie down and rest."
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The Princess began to cry.  But the King grew angry and said,
     "When someone has helped you when you were in trouble, you must not despise them later!  Now do as the Frog asks!"

So she picked him up with two fingers and carried him upstairs to the bedroom...
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.˙ œ

œ œn œ œ œ œn œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

w

&

?

# # #

# # #

295

œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
o

œ
o

œ
o

œ
o

œ
o

œ
o

œ
o

œ
o

w

œ œ œ œ ˙

œ
o

œ
o

œ
o

œ
o ȯ
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When they got upstairs, she set the Frog in the corner!
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But the Frog came
hopping over to her bedside!
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(P)"Now you'll rest, 
       you horrid Frog!"
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At this the Princess
 picked him up...
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she could, against the wall!
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But as he fell from the wall, he was no longer the ugly Frog, but transformed, into a handsome Prince!
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The Princess was astonished.  
     (P)"What happened?"
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He told her how long ago he had been walking in the forest with his faithful servant, Henry.  
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Henry for help... w
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came out as an ugly croak.
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There was nothing
Henry could do.
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His skin turned
green and slimy.
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His mind clouded over --
he forgot who he was!
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There was practically nothing left of his Princely self.  He 
                                                     had changed into a Frog.˙ ˙˙ ˙
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Make sudden stop on underlined 
word cues; resume with stage action.
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When the Princess heard what had happened, 
she was so sorry... and filled with remorse for 
how she had treated the poor Frog Prince.
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.ȯ

∑

jœo
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could have saved him...
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...and if she had not thrown him against the wall,
         he would have remained a Frog forever.
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17 The Marriage

The King was overjoyed when he heard what had happened!

At his wish, the Prince became his daughter's dear companion and husband!
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The next day, when 
the Sun awoke them...
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was Faithful Henry, come to take them back to his kingdom!
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18a Going Home

silence as Henry crowns Prince. 
Visual start cue for 18a: Prince stands after being crowned
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Suddenly, they heard a loud CRACK!
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The Prince was terrified and said,
      "Henry!  The carriage must be breaking!"
But Henry said,
     "No, Sire.  One of the bands from around my heart has burst for joy!"
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And again...
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...they heard the same loud CRACK!  And each time the Prince said,
     "Henry, this time it must be that the carriage is breaking!"
But Henry said,
     "No, Sire. The last bands have broken!  My heart is finally free! And we are going home!"
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THE END
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23The Frog Prince, or Faithful Henry---Harp


