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Dancing Toward Dusk :

three rhapsodic songs for voice, piano and soprano saxophone

| Will Build a House

I Will Build A House

Out of laughter,

Out of love and song,

And stuff that is humble.
My house will rise

And last long,

Long after

The granite palaces tumble.
I will build a house

Out of song,

Without doors, without bars,
With walls as strong

As winds are strong,

And a roof of black shingles
Nailed with stars.
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To Invite the Moon

At night, alone among the flowers with a jug of wine,
| lift my solitary cup to invite the Moon.

The moon can’t drink so
He has found my shadow to keep us company at night.
The moon, my shadow, a cup of wine and flowers....

| face my shadow, a third companion
following my body’s shifting shape,
Joyous as spring:  The moon, my shadow, a cup of wine and flowers....

As | sing, the moon reels,
joyful, jubilant, a tiny bit grotesque:
The moon, my shadow, a wine cup and flowers.

Before I’'m tipsy, let’s celebrate:
The moon, my shadow, my cup of wine and flowers....

When | sleep, we’ll go along our separate ways,
But for now we’ll make a joyful midnight jaunt together
. Then meet again a long time from now among the stars.
after L1 PO (composer's adaptation) The moon, my shadow, a cup of wine and flowers.
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* During this movement, saxophone and singer may, if desired, subtly move toward and away from the belly of the piano to evoke more mysteruious sonorities.
The pianist may use the una corda pedal or a muting device freely throughout this movement.
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