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The texe for Simeni kachotam al libbecha is drawn from
the Biblical Song of Sonmgs, reassembled with reverence

by the composer.

Siméni kachotam al libbecha.

semolo tachat roshi,
vimino tchabbeggéni.
ki azza chammavet ahava,
qasha kisheol gina. '
mayim rabim lo yuchlu lechabbot
€t ha-ahava uncharot lo yishtefuha.
semolo tachat leroshti, ’
vimino techabbeggni.
betsillo chimmadeti veyashavti
ufiryo matoq lechiqi.
samechunni ba'ashishot,
rappeduni battappuchim,
piryo matoq lechiqi.
samechunni ba’ashishot,
rappeduni battappuchim,
ki cholat ahava ani.
semolo tachat roshi
vimino techabbeqéni.

ani yeshéna velibi er.
qol dodi doféq:
“piechi li achoti,
rayati, yonati, tammati . . .
pashatéti et kutanti
&chacha €lbashenna?
rachatsti €t raglai
échacha atanfém?
dodi shalach yado min hachor
uméai hamu alav.
qamti ani liftoach ledodi,
veyadai natefu mor;
dodi shalach yado min hachor .
uméai hamu alav,
vetsbeotal mor ovér
al kappot hammanul.
patachtt ani ledodi
vedodi chamaq avar.
nafshi yatsa vedabro.
biqqashtihu velo metsatihu;
qerativ velo anani.

metsa’uni hashomrim hassovevim ba'ir.

hikkuni, fetsa'unit

nasu €t redidi méalai . . .
hishbati €tchem benot yerushalayim:

im timtsu ¢t €t dodi ma taggidu lo

shecholat ahave ani.

sammechuni ba'ashishot,
rappeduni battappuchim,
betsillo cimmadeti veyashavti
ki cholat ahava ani.
ufiryo mataq lechiqi.
semolo tachat leroshi,
vimino techabbeqéni.

Set me as a seal upon your heart.

His left side is under my head,
and his right arm embraces me.
For love is potent as death,
passion cruel as the grave.
Water can’t drown that love,
nor rivers wash it away.
His left side is under my bhead,
and his right arm embraces me.
I long to sit in his shadow
and bis fruit is sweet to my ltaste.
Brace me with raisin-cakes,
bear me up with apples,
Jor bis fruit is sweet to my taste.
Brace me with rafsin-cakes,
bear me up with apples,
Jfor I'm sick with love.
His left side is under my head,
and his right arm embraces me,

I sleep, but my heart is awake
and the voice of my love beckons:
“Open for me, my sister,
my friend, my dove, my fulfifiment . . ."*
I had already spread out my wrapper,
bow could I put it on?
I had washed my feet.
how could I dirty them?
My beloved let go of the keyhole
and my stomach wrenched for him.
I got up to open for' my love,
but my hands were wet with myrb;
My beloved let go of the keyhole
and my stomackh wrenched for him.
And my fingers were myrrh,
slipping over the handles of the locked door.
At last I opened for my love,
but he had turned and gone.
My breath caught at bis flight.
I Jooked for him, but I conldn't find him;
I called him, but he didn’t answer.
The city patrols found me;
they struck me, they hurt me;
the guards at the wall ralsed my tunic.
I made you promise, girls of Jerusalern:
that whes you found my love, you'd tell him
that 1'm sick with love.

Brace me with raisin-cakes,
bear me up with apples,
I long 10 sit in his shadow
Jor U'm sick with love
and bis fruit is sweet to my ltaste.
His left side is under my head,
and his right arm embraces me.



ana dodi veamat li:
“*qumi lach, rayati,
yafati, ulechi lach,
ki hinn# hassctav avar
haggeshem chalaf halach lo.
£t hazzamir higgia,
veqol hattor nishma ba’artsénu,

kol haggefanim smadar natnu réach.

qumi lach, rayati,
yafati, ulechi lach,
hannitstsanim nircu ba'arets,

vchaggefanim smadar natnu réach.

qumi lach, rayati,
yafati, ulechi lach.

lecha dodi nétsé;
hassade nalina bakfarim
nashkima lakramim.

nite im parcha haggefen,
sham ettén et dodai lach.’’

betsillo chimmadeti veyashavti
ufiryo matoq lechigqi.
heviani €l bét hayayin
vedigo alai ahava
piryo matoq lechiqi;
sammechuni ba’ashishot,
betsillo chimmadeti veyashavti,
sammechuni ba'ashishot,
ki cholat ahava ani,
ufiryo matoq lechigi.
cholat ahava ani.
semolo tachat lctoshi,
vimino techabbegéni,
ufiryo matoq lechiqi.

Siméni kachotam al libbecha.

betsillo chimmadeti veyashavti
ki cholat ahava ani.

Siméni kachotam al libbecha.

My love spoke and said 1o me:
""Get yourself up, my friend,
my lovely one, and let’s begin,

For the winter bas passed,
the rainy season stipped away.

The time of pruning songs has arrived, ‘
and the turtledove is singing in the countryside,
every vine is blooming with tts own scent.

Get yourself up, my friend, .
my lovely one, and let's begin.

Blossoms have opened all over
and the vines are blooming with their own scents.

Get yourself up, my friend,
my lovely one, and let’s begin.

Come, love, let’s go out to the fields;
let's rest at might in little villages
and get to the vineyards early tn the morning.

Let's see if the grapes have blossomed there,
and there I'l] give you my love."’

1 Jong to sit in his shadow
and his fruit is sweet to my taste.
He took me to the winehouse
and love was what he showed me
and his fruit was sweet to my taste;
Brace me with raisin-cakes,
I long to sit in his shadow,
Brace me with raisin-cakes,
Jor I'm sick with love,
and his frust is sweet to my taste.
And I'm sick with love,
His left side is under my head,
and his right arm embraces me,
and bis fruit is sweet to my taste.

LN

"Set me as a seal upon your heart.
1 Jong to sit in his shadow

For I'm sick with love.
“Set me as a seal upon your heart.’’



INSTRUMENTATION

Mezzo-soprano

Flute/Piccolo/optional (but stongly preferred) Alto Flute (1)
Obog/Engllsh Horn (1)

Clarinet (B flat)/Bass Clarinet (1)

Bassoon (1)

2 Porcussionists. The following Instruments may be shared by the two players:

Very Large Tamtam (always extremely soft beaters)

Xylophone

Snare Drum

4 Wood Blocks (high to low)

Triangle

Large Suspended Cymbal

4 Roto Toms Chigh to low) {if Roto Toms arc unavailable, Tom-Toms may be substituted)]

Crotales 7 L

9 additional loosc Crotales: —A— T n = oy e & ——
— iy I D 1.4 ' 1~
—_— I; Yy e H' A

The following instruments are played by one percussionist only:

I I

Smaller Tamtam Full set of 4 Timpani
Finger Cymbals 2 small Brake Drums
3 Cowbells ¢high, medium, low) " 3 Bongos (high, medium,low)
3 Cans Chigh, medium, low)
Tamboutine
Staff distribution of unpitched percussion instruments:
Tamtams Cowbells Finger Susp Trlangle Wood Blocks Roto Toms Snare
Large Smallet ——————— Cymb Cymb r — r , Drum
e ——
= —
T s v = - -
Large Brake Drums Cans  Susp Triangle Wood Blocks . Roto Toms Snare Bongos  Tambourine
—1. 1 Y
Tamtam ' ! f _ Cymb f L - Dr:m L a =
e ——

—_— — —_— —_— - L 4 -

> = > - T
Violins 1 & 11
Viola
Cello
Contrabass

NOTES

This score is in C. All instruments sound as written except for the conventional octave displacements of piccolo, contrabass, and xylophone.
Crotales sound two octaves higher. The bass clarinet sounds exactly as written.

Suring parts may be executed by elther single or sectional strings.

Written out syncopations are not to be played tremolo unless so specified.

When crotales are placed on a 26" timpanum, ¥, ~—-~~ indicates that the timpanum pedal is to be raised and lowered. Arco indicates
the productlon of sound by drawing a double-bass bow on edge of crotale.

Dynamilecs tend to gendy diminish with descending lines, to crescendo with ascending lines unless otherwise indicated.

Tempi: The fluctuations and shifts of templ In this work are of great importance. It is the dramatic impact of these changes (whether
sudden or gradual) which is primary. The rubato spirit is of far greater importance than absolute adherence 10 specific metronome numbers.

These are supplied as suggestlons as to the nature of the expression of the moment.

The changes marked subilo are to be abrupt, but those marked accel,, ritard., or ritenuto arc indications of rubati which sometimes take place
over long periods as marked, and successively faster and slower metronome values are indicated as guides within these sections.

Because Inspiration for these temporal changes derives from sources as disparate as recitative, liturgical chant and the dervish dances of

North Africz, the spirit of the particular rubato is to be closcly observed. Does it represent the ecstatic expression of 2 music generated by
tadition of dance, profoundly sensual, visceral and spiritual at once, or does It reflect a particular quicksilver change of mood in the text?

PRONUNCIATION

The phonetic transliteration used in this piece includes the following:

ch- - velar fricative (as German ach) or uvular fricative (as German ich)
€--cofges

€ - -2 of make

3 - - schwa; u of but, 2 neutral mid vowel

Sce Appendix for vocal ossias. They are available for use if 2 more modern pronunciation is desired.



for Stephen . Lieberman,
who belped me to understand the meaning of the Song of Songs

Siméni kachotam al libbecha

“‘Set me as a seal upon your heart’’

Joelle Wallach

(1987)
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Appendix: Mezzo soprano ossias

Ossias are available in the vocal line if a more modern pronunciation is desired. This
involves several words and phrases in the text, which have been marked with an
asterisk (*) in the score. In the following list first is shown the melodic rephrasing,
then an illustration from a particular instance, and last a list of places in the score
involving the alternative. Unique changes are simply shown in the usual manner.

old modern example other instances
(measure number) '
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