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About the Music

Milton Phibbs was a supremely talented horn player (graduate of Curtis Institute) and also a composer.
For many years he was the composer-in-residence at the Kendall Betts horn camp in New Hampshire—
a summer institute that attracts world renowned performers and students from all over. In that role, he
displayed his eccentric sense of humor, writing pieces for the faculty to present that were challenging,
quirky, and funny, to the enjoyment of all.

Starting in 2018, Milton began pulling together some of the top level horn players in the New York City
area to perform and record these pieces—resulting in a series of concerts and a CD of some of the
selections: “Phibbs and Phriends.”

Shortly after the recording was released in 2019, Milton unexpectedly died. When his affairs were settled,
the executor of his estate decided to designate funds to commission pieces to commemorate Milton,
including this one. This piece is my tribute and portrait.

A few things worth mentioning: Milton was often, shall we say, “a little tipsy,” and sweetly so. The first
movement is a nod to that aspect of his character. He was also an avid WWI buff, to the extent that one
of his wishes was to be buried with a pack of WWI cigarettes he had collected (and he was).
To honor that passion of his, the second movement is a setting of the WWI song “When the

Boys Come Home,” as well as a commentary on war.The final movement is my response to his wild and
wonderful music.

The first performance was an online video release in the summer of 2021, incorporating many of the original
Phibbs and Phriends performers:

Liese Anschuetz Ballou, William DeVos, Chris Komer, lan Donald, Daniel Haskins, Janet Lance, Peter Reit,
and Steve Sherts.

The percussion required for this piece:
Tirangle
Vibra-slap
Tambourine
Crash cymbal
Wood block
Castanet
High hat
Snare drum
Floor tom
Bass drum
Sizzle cymbal
5 Timpani

Please do not photocopy this music!

Acknowledgements

Many thanks to Dan for his advice on the percussion part. To Pete--my deepest gratitude and thanks
for all the love, help, and support so great that there isn't enough space to write it all down.
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