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About the Story

Traditional Irish literature is divided into four main cycles. The
earliest, known as the Mythological Cycle, are stories of demi-gods,
primarily Tuatha De Danaan, and semi-demonic peoples called the
Fomorians. The next, the Ulster Cycle, represents the period around
the birth of Christ. This relates the legends of the Red Branch Knights,
and of great men of grans stature, such as Conor Mac Nessa and
Cuchulainn. The third cycle, from which our story comes, is called the
Feinian Cycle, and dates from approximately 300 years after the char-
acters of the Ulster Cycle. It contains tales of Finn Mac Cumbhaill and
his band of followers, the Fianna. The last cycle, the Historical Cycle,

tells of the early High Kings of Ireland.

One way of viewing these cycles is of a "falling" through the worlds--a
diminishing of direct connection with the Gods and all the powers that
come from that connection. The literal size of the heroes, the scope of
their powers, and the scale of their pursuits and concerns shrink over
"long time." Oisin's return to Ireland from Tir na n-Og has a resonance
of meaning that makes the Falling of Man more understandable and
evokes the longing to make the return journey to those divine higher
worlds.

Like many of the stories in the province of oral tradition, Oisin in Tir na
n-Og comes to us in many unusual and often contradictory versions.
Basic details change, and important events are related in varying order--
or are missing altogether-- from text to text. This script is in many respects
our adaptation of T.W. Rolliston’s telling in his Celtic Myths and legends
(Courier Dover); we especially acknowledge our debt to his work, and his
contribution to this version. We are also very grateful to Marie Heaney
and P.W. Joyce, who provided valuable source material for our rendition.

Una McGillicuddy and Alyssa Reit



To the Performer

The markings in this piece indicate as closely as possible how I envision the performance.
Please take these markings as suggestions only.
Feel free to adapt and adjust as works best for you.

It is preferred to time the music to finish sections along with text
when possible, using the final written measures as the completion. If needed,
the harpist can extend ad lib, either with improvisation or modified repeats.
Text that is in the clear is marked in empty measures.

All harp sections are underscoring unless marked "solo" or otherwise
designated, as in some cases where the harp finishes the phrase after the text.
In places where there is a short harp interjection between texts,
it is marked with an asterisk in a cue box.

Dynamics should be adjusted to accommodate
the storyteller and the performance venue.

Harmonics written where played.

Oisin in Tir na n-g is designed for lever harps with a range from two
octaves below middle C up to high A an octave above the staff (A1).

Octave notation for lever changes matches the standard for pedal harps:
middle C is C 4, with the 4th octave begining at the E above, and going down
to the F below the treble clef. The 3rd octave is the octave E-F above the 4th, etc.

A version reformatted for pedal harp is also available.

PLEASE DO NOT PHOTOCOPY THIS MUSIC.
No part of this may be reproduced without permission
Thanks
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6 Oisin in Tir na n-Og
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"4 bold new energy..."
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"Oisin's heart was filled..."
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"...here in the Land of the Ever-young."
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repeat as
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c. 60
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"4h, but Niamh
opened her eyes...

o)
)
ANIVAVA |
)

ot

20

extend ad lib as needed to:
"...happy and at peace.”
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J =c.76
(non-rubato)
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slower
molto rubato e espressivo

"...how to stay in a saddle!"
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vamp to:

as before

Oisin in Tir na n-Og

repeat as
needed to:

"At last he
arrived...”
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the reins...
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repeat as
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"...names of his
. 69 needed 10: kin and friends."
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"Finn?" "Quilte? "Dermiot?"
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met his eyes!
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J=c.84

"..he saw a band of workers..."
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rit. poco a poco
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A = extend ad lib as needed to:"...I am looking for my father."”
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repeat as
vamp to:  "Yah, but what'l ..." needed to: "Ah..." vamp to: "...lifted Oisin up..."
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