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The Emperor's New Clothes

Dedicated to those who speak the truth of what they see



"The Emperor's New Clothes"was first performed June 9th, 2013
at the Scandinavian Music Festival, Fort Tryon Park, New York City,

Nate Reit trombone and percussion, Alyssa Reit, harp and storytelling. 

The setting was commissioned by Dorrit Matsen and the New York Scandia Symphony, 
made possible thanks to a generous grant from the American Harp Society.



Performers & Instruments:

     Trombone:
            vibraslap
            floor tom or other deep pitched drum
            small iron pan
            woodblock
            cowbell
            bicycle-type horn
            cymbal with brushes 
            soft mallet & sticks

     Pedal Harp

     Storyteller            

  Note: The harp part is formatted so that the harpist may play the storyteller, if desired.

The Storyteller text is notated in two ways.  When it stands  alone, it is in paragraph form between 
the musical cues.  When it is interspersed and interwoven with the music, it is above the harp line.  
The exception to this is during the trombone solos, where the text stands above the staff. The fermatas
for the text that blends with the music are only intended to be as long as needed to allow for the text; 
the same goes for underscoring with repeats or vamps.

PLEASE DO NOT PHOTOCOPY THIS MUSIC
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In some places, the Storyteller text is optional, depending on what the Storyteller wishes to show,
rather than say.  This text is put in [brackets]. 

Where is it shown that the end of a text line overlaps a harp intro, this timing is up to the performers.
Depending on the style of storytelling, those lines may be said all in the clear, and the harp intro is
optional.
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#2A The Emperor-"People"

Long ago there was an Emperor.  A very strange Emperor. If he had been like any of the great emperors, 
he would have cared about his people and their welfare.
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#2B The Emperor-"Arts"

If he had been like some others, he might have loved the arts-- 

-- music, theater, or dance. 
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#2C The Emperor- "Nature"

Or had he been like many  others, he might have had a passionate appreciation for the 
beauties and wonders of nature.
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#2D The Emperor- "Sport"

Or had he been like most others, he might have enjoyed hunting, archery, or some kind of 

royal sport.
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#2E The Emperor- "Military"

And if he had been like practically every emperor who ever lived,  he would have paid 
special attention to his military-to the necessities of defending his territory.
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#3 Different Underscore I

But this Emperor was not like any others, and he only cared about one thing.  Do you know what that was? 
(maybe audience response) His clothes! 

He had a 
dressing gown
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If anyone needed to find the Emperor 
would they look in his library...
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Would they check the Queen's chambers, to see if he was taking 
some quality time with his family?
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The Emperor's palace was in a great, big town, which was always full of people and things to do.  

repeat as underscore 
as needed

And actually, almost no one ever asked, because everyone knew about the Emperor's 
overwelming fondness for his appearance.  It was known throughout the land.

#4 The Town (Huldrevals)

It had a very jolly, festive 
atmosphere, so many 
visitors came every day.
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Well, one day two swindlers came. They, like everyone else, knew about the Emperor’s weakness.
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(Storyteller speaks at fermatas)
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town where the Emperor lives.”
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“I got an idea, Bernie! 
The Emperor likes clothes!”
“That ain't no idea, 
Clem.  Everyone
knows that.”
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“But you're a great 
weaver and tailor, Bernie!”
"What! I've never touched
a loom in my life!  And
scissors make me nervous!"
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“Don’t you think that kind 
of cloth would be very valuable 
   to our dear  Emperor?"  
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"He could find out if any
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“Y'know, Clem,  I’m 
beginning to remember
how good a weaver
and tailor I am.”
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So the two swindlers began to spread the word about their magic cloth.

#6 The Magic Cloth I
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Sure enough, it wasn’t long before the Emperor heard about it.
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#7 The Emperor and the Swindlers

Cymbal (brushes)

“Oh, my!” [he thought.]  “This sounds really marvelous! If I had this fabric, I could easily find out if any of my  advisors were unfit 
for their jobs!  I‘d be able to see who is wise and who is a real fool!  This would be quite useful!
...And of course,  having  a special suit out of such special material would be just heavenly!.
I must look into this immediately!

So he summoned the two swindlers to appear before him in is royal court. 

“Gentlemen!  I hear that you can weave a very unusual cloth.”
“Yes, Your Highness.  Very unusual. No one has ever seen anything like 
   it!  The colors are most extraordinary…”
“Yes, yes, yes[interrupting]  I don't need to hear about that right now. What really interests me is  I heard that if 
 someone is unfit for his post or is a fool, the cloth appears invisible.”
“You can certainly say that, Your Highness.  It definitely reveals the fools.”
“Well, I must have some.  I want you to weave me enough for a whole suit.”
“No problem, Your Highness. We're quite honored! However, the cloth is very expensive—it requires  
   quite a lot of costly materials.  We do need to be paid before we begin.”
“Oh, I could care less about that! I’ll pay you today.”
“Thank you, Your Highness.  We appreciate that.  How soon do you need the job 
     finished? We are already very backed up on our orders.”
“I must have it right away!  As soon as possible!”
“Hmm..We hate to ask, Your Highness, but in that case we will have to charge extra for a rush job.”
“Whatever—that’s fine.   Chancellor, take these men to the treasury and give them anything  they need to get started.  
   In fact, why don’t  you set them up with their looms right here in the palace. It will be so
   delightful to watch their progress!”
"Thank you, Your Highness, that's wonderful!  We'll start right away!"

¿ .¿ ¿ ¿ .¿ ¿
œœœ œœœ ˙̇̇b
œœœ œœœ ˙̇b

¿ .¿ ¿ ¿ .¿ ¿
˙̇̇ ˙̇̇
˙̇̇ ˙̇̇

¿ .¿ ¿ ¿ .¿ ¿
www
ww

continue ad lib 
as underscore

?

?
44

44
Tbn. ∑ U

jœ+ Jœ.+ ‰ Jœ ˙

#7a The  Swindlers Set Up Underscore

swing!

Mute on œb œ œ œ œ œ# œ. Œ
w U

swing! ∑

∑
So the two swindlers 
asked for a lot of gold,

Ó Œ . Jœ

jœ+ Jœ.+ ‰ Jœ ˙

œb œ œ œ# œ œn Œ
w
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œ Jœ.+
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œ œ œb œ œb œ œ# œ Œ
∑

˙ Œ . Jœb

∑
Ó œb œœœbbb œœœ
œb œb œb œb Ó
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&
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..
..
..
..
..
..
..

..Tbn. ∑U

wwwU

∑

 Then they set 
up two looms 

... as well as fine gold 
         silken thread.  

...and spent long hours pretending to weave.

œb œ ‰ Jœb ˙

∑
Ó Œ . Jœ

w

œ œb
œ œ œ œ œ œ

  (optional vamp for
 staging--extend ad lib)

w

œ œ œb
œ œ œ œ œ

Ó Œ œ

Ó œ œb œœbb

œ œ œ œ Ó

wU

ww
∑

&
?

bbbb

bbbb
86

86
165

165
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ

#8 Weaving

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ
∑

œ œ œ œ œ
∑

&
?

bbbb
bbbb

86
86

85
85

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

∑

&
?

bbbb
bbbb

1611
1611

42
42

œ œ œ
œ œ

œ œ œ
œ œ∑

œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ
∑

˙
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‰
‰

#9 Curious Underscore

Well, after a few days the 
Emperor began to get curious.  

œ " ŒU ‰ . Rœ

∑
Œ ˙̇nn

U

“I wonder how
 they’re doing,..” 

œ " ŒU ‰ . Rœ

∑
Œ ˙̇##

U

“I could just 
pop in and
take a peek..."

œ " ŒU ‰ . Rœ

∑
Œ ˙̇U

"...it 's ..amazing...
that anyone unfit for 
his job can’t see it.."

?

&
?

#
#
#

Tbn.
œ# ˙

∑
Œ œœ## œœ

œ U" Œ ‰ . Rœ

∑
˙̇bb

U Œ

Of course I’m sure I 
will have no problem…

œ ŒU" ‰ . Rœ

∑
Œ ˙̇U

but still it is a 
little unsettling...

?

&
?

#
#
#

Tbn.

.œ œ ˙ "

∑
Ó œœbb

U

œ ŒU ‰ . Rœ

∑
..˙̇

Maybe I’ll 
send my
 minister…

œ ˙ "

∑
Œ œœ œœbb

Ó .U

∑
..˙̇U

Yes! That’s it!  My 
faithful old minister 
can go look for me!  

œ ˙

∑
Œ œœ œœ

œ ˙

∑
˙̇ œœbb

?

&
?

#

#
#

Tbn. œ " Œ ‰ .U Rœ

∑
..˙̇U

He is always so excellent at his job, 
there is simply no doubt that he will 
be able to give a full report!”

.œ œ .œ œ .œ œ

∑
∑

œ# ˙

∑
∑

œ# œ Œ

œœ# ˙̇
œ ˙
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.. ..Tbn. ∑

Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰

#10 The Minister Goes

So the faithful minister went to see 
how the two “weavers” were doing.

Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ ˙

Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰

open Jœ. ‰ œ. œ. œ Jœ. ‰

Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰

?
?

# #
# #

Tbn. Jœ. ‰ œ. œ. Jœ. ‰ œ. œ.

jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰
Jœ. ‰ œ. œ. ˙

Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰
* To make "Creak," scrape metal end of 
tuning key  (or fingernail) slowly and 
firmly along a lower wire string

Ó ⁄
He opened the door...

Creak sound*

&
?

# #
# #

rœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œœ œ œ Ó

#11 Weaving 2

There sat the two swindlers, working busily at the empty looms. 

The minister, of course, could see nothing there. 
“Oh, my goodness!”[he thought to himself,] “Can this be?  But I don’t see anything! Oh, this is terrible!"

"Do you like the colors?  
    And  the pattern?

rœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œœ œ œ

Do you think His 
Highness will like it?” 

∑

w

?
Tbn.

jœb Œ . Jœ Œ .
#12a Nothing!

[The swindlers looked up.] “Welcome, Sir!  Do step in!  Please, come and take a close look!”
[The minister walked over.] [They pointed to the empty loom.] 

(tbn fakes gliss  or plays it up a half step)

∑ ‰ Jœb ‰ Jœ ˙ ∑ ‰ Jœ œ Ó~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~
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& 44 wwb# æ
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#12b Panic and Pretense I

The minister stared and stared, but of course he still could not see a thing. 

He began to panic.
(note: fermatas are only to allow for text)

[The swindlers looked up.] “Welcome, Sir!  Do step in!  Please, come and take a close look!”
[The minister walked over.] [They pointed to the empty loom.] 

œb œb œb œn œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ
6 6 6 6

wwb# æ
U

He thought to himself,
“I really can not see
 this fabric…"

& œb œb œb œ œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ
6 6 6 6

˙˙b# æ
U

œ œb œb œ œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ
6 6

"This means
 I'm a fool..."

& 42˙˙b# æ
U

œ œb œb œ œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ
6 6

...or I’m 
not fit ..

wwb# æ
U

Am I really
 unsuited 
for my post?

œb œb œb œ œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ
6 6

& 44 wwb# æ
U

..…. Well, in any case, I mustn’t let on.”

"So hard to believe...
The Emperor always
tells me I do a good job."

Sir, don’t you approve?  You’re not saying anything!” [said the first swindler.]

“Oh, sorry!  Yes, yes, it’s quite lovely,” [said the minister.]  “I’m sure the Emperor will be very pleased---excellent colors, 
and such a good choice for the pattern!  I will certainly give His Highness a good report!”

“Thank you so much!”
“It makes us very glad to hear you say so!” 

œb œ œ œ œ œb œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ6 6 6 6

œ œb œb œb œ œ œ œ ˙b
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œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

#13 The Magical Cloth II

set F# G#
for gliss

Naturally, the old minister listened very, very attentively, so he would be able to describe it all to the Emperor!

And now the swindlers asked for more gold, more fancy supplies, to “continue their work.” Of course the Emperor gave them 
whatever they wanted.  And of course all the money and expensive thread went right into their pockets—nothing on the looms.

A few more days passed.  The Emperor’s curiosity continued to grow.

And then the two went into great detail about the appearance of the fabric.

œ œ œ .œ
œ œ œ .œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œn œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ#
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
..œœ œ Jœ

..˙̇
~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~

?

&
?

#
#
#

42

42
42

Tbn. Œ ‰ . Rœ
∑
∑

#14 More Curious .œ ≈ Rœ

∑
Œ œœnn

.œ ≈ Rœ

∑
Œ œœ##

.œ ≈ Rœ

∑
Œ œœ

?

&
?

#

#
#

Tbn.
œ# œ

∑
Œ œœ## œœ

U̇

∑
˙̇bb

U

I wonder how soon they will be 
done?” “I’d better send 
someone else to look in on them.” 

œ œ

œœ# œœ
œ œ

V.S.
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jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰

#15 The Next Official Goes

So he sent another trusted official.   

jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ œ
∑

jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰

Jœ. ‰ œ. œ. Jœ. ‰
∑

jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰

Jœ. ‰ œ. œ. œ. œ
∑

jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰
?
?

Tbn. Jœ. ‰ œ. œ. œ

Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰

#16 Still Busy Weaving

“Of course, of course!  We’re so glad you’ve come!  This is really coming along, don’t you think?  Please, take a look!’  
[And they gestured to the empty looms. The official walked over.]

Ó .
Ó .The Official opened the door...

Ó .

.⁄
(Creak)

&
?

44

44
rœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ Rœ Rœ
Hello, gentlemen!  May I come in?”

As before, the two false weavers were both sitting at the looms, appearing to be busy..

∑

w

? 44Tbn.
jœb Œ . Jœ Œ .

#12a Nothing!

∑
Of course, just like 
   the minister... ‰ Jœb ‰ Jœ ˙

...the official could not see a thing.~~~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~
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bispigliando ad lib 

"Oh, No!"
[he thought]

And of course, his thoughts went much like the ministers: 

#18 Panic & Pretense II

jœ ˙# ‰ jœ.>
Œ U

wwwwwæu

∑

wwwwwæu

"Am I 
a fool?"

jœ# ˙ ‰ jœ.>
Œ U

wwwwwæu

∑

wwwwwæu

Why I can’t see 
anything! There 
must be some mistake!  

?

?

Tbn. jœb ˙ jœn ˙b

wwwwwb æ
u

So the official said, “Oh, how wonderful it looks!”

And the swindlers once again went into great detail, describing the extraordinary patterns and colors.

jœ ˙# ‰ jœfl Œ U

wwwwwæu

∑

wwwwwæu

Am I unfit to serve the Emperor?
This is just awful!”  

&
?

43

43 .˙

#19 The Magical Cloth III

set F# G#
for gliss

Gliss ad lib

And of course, when the official reported to the Emperor, he said ”It’s quite extraordinary, absolutely lovely.”

Not long after, the Emperor decided he must experience this amazing material himself while it was still on the loom.  

So he gathered together a choice group of courtiers and nobles, as well as the minister and official who had already supposedly
"seen” the cloth, off they all went to take a look.

.˙

.˙

.˙

V.S.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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#20a The Entourage œ Œ œ œ

œœ Œ œœ œœ
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Œ
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œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œœ œœ œœ œœ
œ œ œ œ
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Tbn.
œ Œ œ œ
œœ Œ œœ œœ
œ œ œ œ

œ Œ œ Œ

œœ
Œ œœ

Œ
œ œ œ œ

˙ Ó

˙̇ Ó
˙ ˙

∑
∑
∑

They opened 
the door...

∑
∑

.⁄ Œ(Creak)

&
?

44

44
C

C
rœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œœ œ œ

...and entered the room where the two swindlers were pretending to work.

#20 Still Busy Weaving II

“Ah, Your Highness!  The swindlers stood up and bowed.  “We are so honored that you have come!
Please, take a look—we are very eager to hear your impression.”
 
Then the Minister said,“If I may, Your Highness, it is so fabulous--even better than when I saw it before! 

rœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ
∑

∑

∑

∑

? 44Tbn.
jœb Œ . Jœ Œ .

#21a The Emperor Looks

[He stared]

The Emperor walked over.

(like 12a)

[He looked.] ‰ Jœb ‰ Of course, he couldn’t see a thing.

~~~~~~ ~~~~~~ ~ ~ ~
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¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿

œœ œœ œœ œœStoryteller speaking in rhythm:

#21b The Emperor's Panic
small drum

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
Ó ‰ ¿ ¿ ¿

Am I aœœ œœ œœ œœ

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
¿ Œ ‰ ¿ ¿ ¿

fool? No, I don'tœœ œœ œœ œœ

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
¿ ¿ ¿ ‰ ¿ ¿ ¿

think that's true. I'm not a

œœbb œœ œœ œœ

?

&

44

44

Tbn.
¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿

fool so it must be that I'm notœœ œœ œœbb œœ

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
fit to rule the land How can thisœœ œœ œœ œœ

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
¿ Œ ‰ ¿ ¿ ¿

be? They'll laugh at

œœ#n œœ œœ œœ

?

&

Tbn.
¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
¿ Œ ‰ ¿ ¿ ¿

me! They must n't

œœ œœ œœ œœ

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿

see! It must n't show! Oh woe isœœ# œœ œœ œœ

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ J¿ ‰ Œ
me! No one can know!œœ# œœ œœ œœœœœœœ

Low Drum

- -

&
?

Ó œ œn œb œ3

Ó œb œ œn œ
3

But do you think that’s what the Emperor said?  No way!  Instead, he said,  

#22 The Emperor Lies
“Oh, I am so 
pleased!"

And he nodded his head, and bent even closer to the loom, pretending to examine the fine details of the design.

Ó œ œb œ œ3

Ó œ œn œ œ
3

 "It’s truly a 
work of art!" Ó œb œ œ œb

3Ó œn œ œ œ
3

"I approve 
completely.” 
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?&Tbn. œ œ ‰ Jœ œ œ œswing!

#23 Pretense I

œ œ Jœ# œ jœ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œn œb œ# œn œn œ œ ŒÓ ‰ J¿ ¿
It's called?&Tbn. Œ . Jœ œ Jœ Jœ¿ ¿ Œ Ó

Pre-tense!

œ œ# œ œn œb œb œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœb ˙ ÓÓ ¿ ¿ Œ
Pre-tense!

?&Tbn. œ œn œ œ œ œ ‰ jœb ˙ ÓÓ ¿ ¿ Œ
Pre-tense!

œ œ# œ œ œ œ ‰ jœn ˙ ÓÓ ¿ ¿ Œ
Pre-tense!

?
Tbn. œ œ ‰ Jœ ˙#24 Pretense II

swing!

And of course, all the other nobles and courtiers who were there nodded and oohed and aahed and exclaimed:

œb œ œ œ œ œ# Jœ Œ .U
3 3

“How lovely!”  

Œ ‰ Jœ# œ œn œb ŒU ‰ Jœ# œ œn œ# Œ
3

“Simply
 gorgeous!” 

?
Tbn. ŒU ‰ Jœ# œ œn œ œb œ œb

3 3

"Fantastic!"

And then one of the nobles said, “Why Your Highness, the great festival is coming soon.  Why don’t you wear a suit made 
from this beautiful cloth in the opening procession?  It would be truly an inspiration for all the people.”

“Excellent idea! [agreed the Emperor] “Gentlemen weavers, how soon can you finish the cloth?  Can it be done in time 
for you to make my suit for the Festival?”

“Well, it will be difficult, but we can do it,” said the swindlers. “As you can see, the fabric is almost finished—we think it will 
be done by the end of today, but the sewing will take some time.  Can Your Highness come by tomorrow for a fitting, and to 
discuss the particulars of the outfit?”

“Absolutely!” [said the Emperor] “I will adjust my schedule!  This must take priority! Oh, that is excellent! You two have 
done a great service to the kingdom!” And with that, the Emperor knighted the two pretenders, and gave them each a 
special medal that said “Gentleman Weaver.” Then with much pomp and ceremony he and his entourage left.

œ jœ œ jœ œ œ# œ ŒU ‰ J¿ ¿ Cymbal 

 No one dared to 
tell the truth.
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#25 Pomp and Ceremony œ œ ˙ œ
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#26 Extra Busy Working Underscore

High Drum

As agreed, the Emperor came the next day for his fitting.  

Afterwards, the two swindlers appeared to work harder than ever. 

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œb œ œb œ œ œ œ œ

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
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œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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They kept the candles burning late into the night, every night.  The night 
before the procession they stayed up until the sun rose, pretending to sew. 

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

œ œ œ œ ˙œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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With just hours before the procession, they sent word that the suit was ready.

#27 Ta Da! I

∑
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Low Drum
.
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Cymbal 
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#28 The Emperor Dresses

The Emperor went with his most elevated nobles for his dressing session. 
The swindlers pretended to pick up one article of clothing after another, holding them up on display,

"Here's the shirt, your Highness.  
You'll never find a finer, creamier, 
off-white! And how about that
gold trim! Pretty nice, eh?"

**Play lower note and sing upper note.
˙

Ó

O# ∑

"Now for the pants.  
did you ever see a richer
purple  than this? And 
the stripes!  You're gonna
look like a million!"

˙

Ó

O

?

Tbn. ∑
"This is the vest!
We're 'particularly proud of 
these fleur-de-lis decorations!
This is a one-of-a-kind item!"

˙#

Ó

O# ∑
"Next the jacket...See
how the lining is set
in with those inside
pockets you wanted."

j

œ

j

œ
.œb

Œ
.

j

O

j

O

.
O

?

Tbn. ∑
"Last your royal cape.  
Don't you just love the 
exquistie border? That 
design is our specialty!"

The Emperor nodded his satisfaction, while all the nobles murmured, “Oh, wonderful indeed!” Of course they were all busy 
trying to hide their feelings of great panic that perhaps they were unsuited for their posts!

Then they said, “Of course, such magical fabric is a light as a feather. 
It might feel as if one has nothing on—that’s one of its wonderful advantages--especially in the warm weather!"

Then the swindelers said,“Would Your Highness be pleased to put the suit on now?It is not long until the parade.  We can 
help you into the new clothes behind the screen. Then you can come out and check everything in front of  the great mirror.”

“Oh, of course, certainly!” said the Emperor.

Ó

˙b

O
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∑

And when the Emperor had “put on” all the imaginary clothes, they said

#29 Ta Da! II

“How grand Your 
Highness looks!"  

So the Emperor took everything off.  Then the swindlers pretended to help him into one piece of clothing at a time, 
asking always, “Does the fit feel right? Does it pinch anywhere?”

w

Œ ....˙̇̇̇nnn
Œ ....˙̇˙˙nb

Ó .U ‰ Jœb

∑U

∑

These clothes really show 
off all Your Highness’s 
most important qualities!  

(ad lib harp solo may be added here if needed for staging)
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Œ ....˙̇̇̇bbb
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 Your Highness has 
never had such a suit! 

The Emperor came out from behind the screen to show off his suit.  And all the nobles and attendants lied as well as they could, 
making up all kinds of compliments!

Just then, the Master of Ceremonies came into the room and said, “The Imperial Canopy is waiting.  The procession is ready 
to start.  Would Your Highness be pleased to begin?”

“Oh, yes!” [said the Emperor] “Ah, but one moment more—I must check everything one more time!”

wb

Œ ....˙̇̇̇##bb
Œ ....˙̇̇̇bbb

Ó .U ‰ Jœb
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We hope you are
 as pleased as we are!”

˙b ˙b
˙̇̇̇##b ˙̇̇̇bbn
˙̇̇̇nn ˙̇˙˙nnnb  B   C#

       G# 
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#30 The Final Whirl
And he turned round & round in front of the huge mirror, pretending to see if anything was amiss.

Gliss 
ad lib

set D   C# B   Eb F  G# A
for gliss

n n n~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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“All right!  Let us proceed!” the Emperor proclaimed.
His attendants pretended to pick up his royal train and hold it in the air.  The procession began.
#31 The Royal Procession/Pretense
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(see note*)
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There were people everywhere—standing along the side of the road, 
leaning out from open windows—everyone was watching! ∑
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 And everyone had heard about the beautiful, amazing 
new suit of clothes and its special properties.  
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The Emperor walked with his head 
held high, so pleased with himself 
and his new suit of clothes! ∑
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And all the people cheered!

ƒ

* All these repeats are essentially "vamps," and must be approached very flexibly. The number of measures repeated
--as well as which measures to repeat--may vary with different storytellers.

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œœ

Œ œœ
Œ

Œ œœœ# Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

No one dared let on that he couldn’t see the suit!  No one wanted to be taken 
for a fool; no one wanted others to know that he was not fit for his job!

p
Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œaccel.

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

Œ œœœ# Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ
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#32 The Innocent

 Bb 
 Eb

(harmonics written where played)

∑
∑

Now it happened that there 
was one little boy who had 
not heard about the magic suit.  

D
G nn

ww
wo

∑
∑

He was standing alongside the 
road, watching eagerly as the 
Emperor’s canopy approached.  ˙̇ ˙̇

ȯ ȯ

31The Emperor's New Clothes --Score



?

&
?

bb

bb
bb

Tbn. ∑

∑
∑

But when it got close, the 
boy’s excitement turned to 
astonishment and disbelief.
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∑

ww# æ ∑
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U

∑

    “The Emperor!”  he shouted out.“The Emperor!  
     He’s not wearing any clothes!  He’s not wearing 
anything at all!  Look, Daddy! Daddy! See the Emperor!"  
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He’s naked!”

◊

∑U

∑U

w
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His father took a stop. 

∑

œ# œb œ œ œ œ œ œ
∑

“The little innocent!”  he said, “The 
child says the Emperor is naked!"

repeat as needed
for underscore
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The father and everyone around who 
had heard the child began to whisper, 
one to another, what the child had said.

accel.
(      )

∑

wwwwwbnn U
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∑

As it spread through the 
crowd, the whispers became
  louder and louder.
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And finally, all the 
people began to shout
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¿ ¿ ¿ ¿

#33The Lie Revealed

(Storyteller)

"THE EMPEROR HAS NOTHING ON!"

floor tom

œ œ œ# œ.¿ ¿ .¿ ¿ .¿ ¿ .¿ ¿
Em per or has no thing on! The

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿

œ# œ œ# œ.¿ ¿ .¿ ¿ .¿ ¿ .¿ ¿
Em per or has no thing on! The

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
- - - - - -
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Em per or has no thing on! The

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
The Emperor heard it.  And he knew, right then, that it was true.  But he thought,
 “I have to keep going; the procession must continue!”

So he held himself up as best he could, walking stiffly as the attendants continued to 
pretend to hold up the invisible train.

œ œ œ# œ
.¿ ¿ .¿ ¿ .¿ ¿ ¿

Em per or has no thing on!

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿

œ# œ ˙#
.¿ ¿ .¿ ¿ .¿ ¿ ¿

Em per or has no thing on!

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
rit.

- - -- - - - - -

?

&
?

# #
# #
# #

45

45

45

Tbn. œ œ œ œ œn

Œ œœœ Œ œœœnb Œ

œ Œ œ Œ œ
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Performers may insert ad lib measures of ridiclous noises during the procession at their discretion.*
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And the swindlers?
They were nowhere 
             to be found!
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